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116 Counter-Cartographies Build Political Pressure



“Social ecology will have to work towards rebuilding human
relations at every level of the socius.”
Félix Guattari, The Three Ecologies

In April 2014 one of the last great urban-rural fires took place in
the city of Valparaiso, Chile. This fire consumed neighborhoods in
which more than 3,000 people lived. A few days after the fire we
organized, in collaboration with Iconoclasistas, a "Collective Map-
ping Workshop", which focused on a critical reflection of the ways
to present the city from the standpoint of its representatives and
subjectivities. It also looked at possible ways to collectively build an
integral and binding awareness of the city's most relevant problems.

The mapping workshop originated from an invitation that we ex-
tended to the Argentinian duet Iconoclasistas. We organized the
workshop in the Cultural Space of Santa Ana, a popular, self-orga-
nized community space located in the Cordillera Hill, one of the 44
hills in the city. This self-organized place is situated next to the first
building designed as workers' housing in Chile in 1870 — the Work-
ers Population La Unién, which was restored by its inhabitants in
early 2000. Attendance to the mapping workshop was wide and
heterogeneous. Participants came from several social, political and
cultural areas; students were also represented. For three days we
worked on four maps of Valparaiso, using diverse graphic supplies.
During this time the main problems of the area slowly became vis-
ible; they were associated with the processes of gentrification and
privatization of the city versus the counter-culture and self-man-
agement organizations.

The debate at the workshop centered around alternative concepts
of today's city — conceiving places where the city is becoming in-
clusive and democratic in regards to its public and common spac-
es. The participants conceptualized the "fictions" that the govern-
ment elaborates at the discoursive level in order to sell ideas such
as "development” and "innovation" to the citizens. These processes
were contextualized in the face of the advancement of a neoliberal
city that expands without including them and that, by doing so,
creates precarious conditions. We also addressed the progressive
weakening — almost the complete loss — of the ties of the Valparai-
so citizens with the ocean due to the diverse projects of commod-
itization and privatization of access. Due to the fire, the workshop
also provided a place of encounter in a moment of crisis for many;
it was a moment of vulnerability in which people were able to gen-
erate action and participation to revitalize links, to make sense of
a series of activities that were taking place throughout the city and
to support those who were affected by the fire.

One of the results of the mapping workshop and its meetings was
a poster titled "Did I invite you to live here?", referring to the cynic
response of the Valparaiso major to a claim from one of the vic-
tims of the fire. The phrase also reflects forty years of public hous-
ing policy in Chile. One of the critical reflections developed was
that the current city is the result of policies implemented to sup-
port private, financing and speculative sectors, the result of land
property and the implementation of subsidies administered by the
Chilean state. These subsidies ultimately serve real estate compa-

nies that make a business out of social housing projects. The post-
er also highlights a series of other problems: The current port is
almost completely privatized (86%); the life of traditional popular
neighborhoods has suffered from gentrification resulting from
real estate speculation; the eviction of neighbors and the privat-
ization of public spaces, giving primacy to the profile of a city built
for the eventual visitor. In contrast to this outlook, we identified
the presence of cultural, social and communal spaces, the presence
of students and teachers, workers and militants, who, along with
an alerted, solidary community, meet to think about and activate
transformative practices through community self-organization
and networks.

After the workshop, a group in Valparaiso worked on systemiz-
ing the information of the four maps. We shared this information
and talked about ways to formulate vital questions in the collec-
tive mapping process. Finally, Iconoclasistas worked along with
CRAC in designing the map-poster. The poster was printed in
Valparaiso and distributed formally and informally throughout
the city; it was also plastered on the walls of community and social
centers, public offices and faculty offices. CRAC has been invit-
ed to present the mapping process at different universities and
community spaces. A large version of the poster (more than two
meters long) was exhibited in the Museum of Contemporary Art
(Santiago de Chile) in the exhibit on art and activism, "The Work-
ers of the Moon", curated by Loreto Garin and Federico Zukerfeld
between November 2014 and January 2015. At that exhibit, we
also included a display of slogans from the content of the poster
and printed other graphic designs in serigraphy to share it with the
participants during the opening event.

Future Maps or Maps for the Future

The workshop has made us aware of the need to create maps
which enable us to localize problems and visualize some specific
points of reflection on our living conditions in the city. For this
reason we have started a new cartography process. This process
focuses on developing a cartography of water in its environmen-
tal, cultural and social dimension. In Valparaiso the water is run-
ning out; shrinking water reserves will create problems in a few
years. In the light of this we want to ask, "What kind of life do we
want to sustain?" We have already organized a discussion session
with a geographer and several interested persons. The next step
will be a mapping workshop, using the tools we acquired and the
methods we learned in our first experience in order to design a
poster that collects the information we want to spread throughout
the community. The map will cover the topic of care for life and
the alternative ways in which we can design this life in Valparaiso.

Translation by Carla Guerrdén-Montero

Endnotes

I. This text has been written on the basis of a systematic account
developed by Iconoclasistas. It can be found on the following page:
iconoclasistas.net/valparaiso-chile
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