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The Anti-Eviction Mapping Project (AEMP) is a data visualiza-
tion, data analysis and storytelling collective documenting the con-
tours of gentrification in and beyond the San Francisco Bay Area. 
The project emerged in 2013, focusing on connections between 
San Francisco real estate speculation and forced displacement, 
but has since grown in both its geographic scope and methodolo-
gy. Working regionally, the project now studies the intersectional 
causes and effects of displacement, while also engaging in narra-
tive mapping work. At times we analyze correlations between rent-
al prices, evictions, and demographic mutation, making use of city 
and county official data sources; in others, we crowdsource data in 
the forms of survey, oral history and video work. We firmly believe 
that no one data set can ever do justice in describing the intricacies 
and entanglements of what is often discoursed as gentrification in 
the spaces in which we work, and not even the combined data sets 

that we work with can fully narrate a history of the present. Never-
theless, we hope that by releasing an array of geospatial visualiza-
tions, regional stories of urban dispossession become more lucid. 

Over the last four years we have produced over 100 digital 
counter-cartographic pieces, over 100 oral histories and video 
works, several reports, murals, projection projects, protests and 
community events. The conclusions and questions that we in-
voke in our cartographic projects are conceived of collectively, 
amongst AEMP members and in collaboration with our commu-
nity partners. Inevitably, we bring our own situated knowledges 
to our analytic approach, and as such invoke feminist, antiracist, 
and decolonial spatial analysis, embracing what we articulate as an 
abolitionist perspective on private property. In doing so, we prac-
tice what Kim Tallbear (2014) describes as "objectivity in action" 
or inquiring not at a distance but as situated within the spaces we 
study. As such, we find it important not to produce data "for" im-

pacted communities – but with those experiencing the violence of 
contemporary gentrification. 

The AEMP recognizes the representational power of maps and 
strives to create ones that reveal a counter-history to those employed 
by the speculators of real estate and Silicon Valley techno-utopics. As 
we have found, disproportionately, those being evicted from their 
homes throughout San Francisco, Alameda, and San Mateo coun-
ties are Black, Latinx and working-class communities, along with 
female-headed households, elders and youth, yet inversely, those 
moving to the region to work in high-paid technology jobs are young 
white men. Thus, we endeavor to highlight the racial and gendered 
logics of Bay Area real estate and Silicon Valley incited gentrification 
while also remaining attentive to the histories that have led to the 
current moment in which, for instance, evictions are at an all-time 
high in San Francisco, and in which rents are growing faster in Oak-

land than in any other US city. These histories range from settler co-
lonial ones beginning in the late 18th century to those of 1930s redlin-
ing federal projects that constituted conditions of racial segregation 
and racialized disinvestment, to Cold War histories that fomented 
Silicon Valley regional dominance. 

Although our work is largely Bay Area focused, we are increas-
ingly contextualizing our data and maps within broader ones. As 
the US is being reconstituted by a president and administration 
built upon white supremacist relationship to private property, 
our current work seeks to undo the racial logics that have, from 
the earliest colonial moment, fomented racialized dispossession. 
At the same time, we seek to produce new maps and data that re-
spond to the current moment, studying past and likely future loss 
of Section 8 and public housing, the demographics of displace-
ment, the entwining of real estate and Silicon Valley grammars, 
and the power of community resistance.
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ed by his parents, to mark the intersections of racialized policing 
and gentrification. The mural also sits directly across from the po-
lice station, so its own geolocation is apropos. When we released 
our mural and oral history map, we also released a zine project 
that we had been working on for over a year, which included po-
etry, photographic, drawing and story submissions as well as tran-
scripts of oral histories and know-your-rights resource guides.

Listen to the Silence Dance Project 
Listen to the Silence Dance Project (LTS) was organized by the 
Stanford community to tell stories that matter to them through 
their favorite medium – dance. Inspired by the Anti-Eviction 
Mapping Project in San Francisco, in 2017, the LTS members 
brought three of their favorite narratives conducted by the AEMP 
to life through dance.2

The danced narratives, as well as all other of the AEMP's oral 
history narratives, are geolocated online.3

"Growing up in Chinatown, there were always tourists around 
– we were always on display. This blogger wrote, 'Come to Chi-
natown. It's cheap, trendy, and ethnic.' … He doesn't know that the 
reason why Chinatown is so cheap is because people aren't being 
paid their wages."

"I'm trying to hold on to this place. It's become more of like, I'm los-
ing myself into the fight. To the point where I'm asking myself, do 
I really want to do this? To myself – or do I really have a choice?"

Narratives of Displacement and Resistance
In 2014, the AEMP launched an oral history project, Narratives 
of Displacement and Resistance. While we had been producing 
maps of speculation, eviction, and racialized violence for over a 
year, we had felt that our maps were not adequately detailing deep 
neighborhood history and personal stories of loss, change and, not 
least importantly, protest. Therefore we initiated our oral history 
project to highlight stories otherwise elided in qualitatively-based 
counter-mapping. More than anything, we wanted to texture our 
existing maps with narrative data, offering insight and analytics 
that only oral histories could produce. We also wanted to publish 
this content offline, as well as online, and so we began painting 
a version of the online version in San Francisco's Clarion Al-
ley, in collaboration with the Clarion Alley Mural Project1. We 
launched our online oral history map alongside the release of our 
mural in 2015. At the time, the oral history map only contained 
30 interviews, geolocated upon an interactive interface. At this 
point, we have recorded over 100 life stories detailing gentrifica-
tion spatial struggles in San Francisco and Alameda counties. Our 
mural highlights nine of the San Francisco stories with a call-the-
wall feature so that viewers can call a number (+1-415-319-6865) 
and hear the featured stories. At the time of the release of the 
mural, many of the tenants featured were still in their homes as 
a result of direct action, and so their stories serve as direct action 
tools, with methods, inspiration and analytics useful in fight-
ing displacement. We also included the story of Alex Nieto, who 
was killed by the police in 2014 as a result of gentrification when 
newcomers to Bernal Heights racially profiled Alex and called the 
San Francisco Police Department. We included his story, narrat-
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As a “unicorn” startup founded in San Francisco in 2008, Airbnb has since 
grown its tentacles across the globe, imparting gentrifying effects far and 
wide. In San Francisco, where there are now over 7,000 listings and in 
which 57 percent of listings are full-time vacation rentals, there has been 
a loss of long-term housing as apartments are converted to lucrative 
short-term rentals. The average room in San Francisco costs over $200/
night, and numerous tenants have been displaced to have their homes 
transformed to accommodate tourists. As the AEMP has found, there 

are serial evictors in San Francisco, such as Fergus O’Sullivan, who have 
evicted tenants through numerous means and who then have listed emp-
tied rooms on Airbnb. There are even former SRO buildings, such as the 
Negev, once housing some of San Francisco’s most precarious residents, 
that are now “digerati dorms,” serving as tech incubation residencies. As 
the AEMP has found, not only in San Francisco but also in Oakland, Los 
Angeles and Santa Monica, the neighborhoods with the most Airbnb 
units are also the neighborhoods with the highest eviction rates.
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"My mentor owned a warehouse in the mission that he rented out 
to artists who were trying to stop using drugs and alcohol. We 
had spoken word, music events, art shows and 12-step meetings 
– it was a wonderful space. But we lost our home when our land-
lord evicted us. The city protects the wealthy. These people don't 
get what makes SF special, and that's why the're going to lose it."

Oakland Community Power Map 
As part of our partnership with the Oakland Creative Neighbor-
hood Coalition, in 2016 we created a Community Power Map in 
Oakland's Betti Ono Gallery. This collaborative map was an en-
deavor in reframing conversations about the Bay Area, so we didn't 
only talk about loss and destruction but also about community as-
sets worth celebrating and fighting for. The base layer for the map 
in the Betti Ono gallery was collectively drawn by AEMP and Betti 
Ono members on two walls, representing Oakland's geography. 
Following this, members of the public entered the gallery, adding 
respective assets and markers of community power to the wall.

Before taking the map down, we digitized its contents so that it 
now lives online4. Additionally, since dismantling it, we've created 
other Community Power Maps throughout the Bay Area, work-
ing with youth groups, anti-eviction coalitions and more. But for 
us, the idea of creating these power maps stemmed from an Oak-
land-based collaboration in which it was asked of us to think be-
yond normative pessimistic framings of contemporary Oakland. 
The digital map is now also part of a report we produced with the 
statewide tenant advocate group Tenants Together in 2016, titled 
Counterpoints: Stories and Data for Resisting Displacement. 

Endnotes
1. antievictionmap.com/mural-in-clarion-alley
2. youtube.com/watch?v=BTzq4qAeXrQ&feature=youtu.be&list=PLiZ-

PJJzS3z5tr5S-8PFbIOJB-vcCzlwaI
3. antievictionmappingproject.net/narratives.html
4. arcg.is/2bC5flY
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Illustrations
Maps by Anti-Eviction Mapping Project
Photograph previous spread left by The Saito Group and Anti-Eviction Map-
ping Project: Light projection “This story is mine. I am real.“  
This Light Atlas projection is part of a collaborative project conducted 
between the AEMP and the Saito Group, which involved crowdsourcing 
eviction narratives and oral histories, and then transcribing them and weaving 
them together in political-poetic texts. These were then projected upon San 
Francisco buildings, along with information on fighting evictions.
Photographs previous spread right: signs by Anti-Eviction Mapping Project  
These posters were generated by an array of housing justice collectives and 
activists from San Francisco’s Chinatown to New Orleans and Venice. They 
have been used in protest against the gentrifying effects that Airbnb poses 
upon specific neighborhoods, in which long-term housing is lost and convert-
ed into short-term vacation rentals.
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